INTRODUCTORY SPEACH BY MR. VALDIMIR VUKMIROVIC

PRESIDENT OF THE MONTENEGRO CHAMBER OF ECONOMY

Good morning Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you on behalf of the Chamber of Economy of Montenegro. 

Welcome to the Fifth Meeting of the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce. 

I would like to express my delight to see our colleagues from Italy, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania and Greece here today, and I wish them to have a good time in Montenegro, in the oldest country among the new century national ones within the Balkan Peninsula. 

Montenegro is a very interesting country in numerous aspects, and it is a unique part of our globe. This is equally valid when it comes both to its territory and to its people. Although very small in terms of square area (13,800 km²) and inhabited by a bit more than 670,000 residents, Montenegro is one of those countries that are proud to emphasize their significance and their contributions to the world civilization heritage and to the richness of our planet. 

Montenegro is a state that, for centuries, has been surviving at the cross of old continental roads and sea lines. That is why numerous cultural, religious, ethnic and other influences have been entangled within its territory. Its cultural and historical heritage represents a specific mixture of orthodox and Islamic religions, as well as of Illyrian, Roman, Byzantium, Turkish and Slavic spiritual achievements.

When it comes to its geographic composition, it is full of unbelievable contrasts. It is hard to find any similar country in which such a small space encompasses almost whatever exists in the world, i.e., within all continents. The two end points of Montenegro are connected by 190 km of air distance only. However, it seems that the North Pole and the Ecuador have met between the two points. The changes within this space are rapid and unexpected ones, and they are almost miracles. 

Montenegro is a littoral, continental and mountainous country. There are 40 lakes in it, whereas its rivers, thanks to their fast flows and human care, have remained the cleanest ones in Europe. Eighty percents of the territory of Montenegro is covered by woods, natural grazing lands and meadows. You can find 2833 plant species and subspecies here. Therefore, only 0.14% of the territory of the continent - which is occupied by Montenegro – is inhabited by one fourth of plant species that could be found in Europe.  The four National Parks together with  the numerous natural areas protected by laws cover almost one third of the territory and protect extraordinary rich and diverse flora and fauna life and certain endemic species. Montenegro is the country of natural rarities. It preserves one of the two European virgin forests, the most southern bay of glacier composition in the world, the biggest lake of the Balkan Peninsula and the cleanest river in Europe – the River Tara. 

If the Earth was created within seven days time, God created Montenegro in 16.3 seconds. However, the Creator took advantage of these seconds to express the sense of His never-ending mercy and His capricious temper. The impulsiveness of the Lord seemed to mark the destiny of this space and this nation for ever. 

The Creator was stroked by the beauty and abundance of the littoral region, and by the rocky and pathless mountains that seemed to grow from the sea and that stood as hardly passable dam between the sea shore and the people living  on the other side of such stony fortress. 

That is when the Creator decided to create a part of Montenegro to be more favourable for the life of people. Skadar Lake, the fertile land of Zeta Valley and the Niksic Valley represent the third geomorphologic part of Montenegro. That is the lowest part and the only plain land in our country. 

Behind those plain land, Montenegrin relief becomes higher and higher – as a long and elegant sequence of jet plane banks. That is the region of calcareous mountains that are more than 2000 m high. Piva, Tara, Moraca and Cehotina Rivers and their tributaries scooped out deep and rather narrow beds in the calcareous terrain, which are decorated by steep slopes, i.e., they actually made canyons of unique beauty and of unique size. The Tara River, that is 150 km long, is the biggest mountain river in Montenegro. Its canyon is 80 km long and its average depth is 100 m. One part of the Canyon reaches 130 m of depth, which makes it the second deepest and longest canyon in the world, after the Colorado River Canyon in the USA.

Four National Natural Parks, i.e., “Lovcen”, “Skadar Lake”, “Biogradska Gora” and “Durmitor”, are very specific in numerous aspects and not only by their natural wealth but also by their cultural and historical heritage. 

“Lovcen” is mainly called “Montenegro Mount Olympus”. The fact is that people in the past imagined humanlike Gods living at Olympus, whereas Mount Lovcen was laurelled upon spiritual, inventive and defensive achievements of real humans. For centuries, Lovcen was residence of Montenegrin rulers. The first book in Cyrillic of the South Slavic was printed there in 1494.

The basic value of the Skadar Lake National Natural Park is its extraordinary abundance of flora and fauna. The square area of the Lake varies from 370 to 530 km². Two thirds of the Lake are located within Montenegro, and one within Albania. This Lake is inhabited by more than 40 fish species. Bird population is also very abundant, i.e., 270 bird species can be found there. The lake is the last European haven for pelicans. 

“Biogradska gora” National Natural Park (5,400 ha) is unique by numerous aspects. Besides “Perucica” in Bosnia, it is the virgin forest in Europe.  The forest is inhabited by 80 tree species, of which gigantic fir-tree reach the height of 50 m. The Biogradsko Lake is situated in the middle of Biogradska Gora National Natural Park.

Within the region of Montenegro Mountains, in the far north part, there is “Durmitor” National Natural Park occupying 39,000 ha of space. A part of the National Park, and of the Tara River Canyon, have been under the protection of UNESCO’s Committee for the World Heritage since 1980. The part of The National Park that belongs to the Tara River basin has been protected as a part of the World Network of Biosphere Protection.

The huge Mount Durmitor is an oasis of sweet grasslands and large woods. Its extraordinary attractions are reflected in 19 azure mountain lakes, called “mountain eyes”, of which some are situated at more than 2000 m above the sea level. The lowest point of this mountain is the place where the River Piva and the River Tara meet, which is 433 m above the sea level, and the highest point is the Bobotov Kuk that is 2523 m high and represents the highest mountain peak in Montenegro. The little mountain town of Zabljak is the center of winter tourism. 

The history of Montenegro is characterised by endless effort to achieve freedom and state autonomy. The border lines of Montenegro were more military than living places for centuries.  Montenegrin children used to live without the presence of their fathers, whose main concern was to fight for freedom and for the survival of their state rather than to dedicate themselves to their families and their personal fortune. 

Montenegro had its historical roots back in VII century, upon the arrival of the Slavic to the Balkan Peninsula. 

Montenegrins surprised Europe very frequently by their getting accustomed to different circumstances, completely unknown to them. Those who were grown up in Montenegro or have it in their genes, quickly learn life rules of other surroundings.  Nowadays, Montenegrins dispersed all around the world, being respected and recognized citizens of their new resident countries, keep their love for their “old mother country” and thereby they make Montenegro even more proud and beautiful. 

Montenegrin young generations do not differ from their contemporaries living in big and developed countries. They have fun, speak and work as any other residents of the world at the beginning of the 21st century. At the same time, all of them are highly aware of their capabilities and they declare their Montenegrin affiliation proudly and openly. 

Contemporary tradition is, therefore, still alive. 

Montenegro is inhabited by persons that are creating a modern, open and democratic society. They share the same system of ethic values with all the residents of our planet, values which are specific for the 21st century. However, they carefully cherish and proudly express the characteristics that make them special. One of the main aspirations of Montenegrins is being respected and recognized, deriving from the principle that it is not so important what one thinks about himself but what judgement other people make about him.

Valiant manners in relation to other persons, regardless of whether they are the enemies or not, are doubtless evidence that Montenegrins – those frightful and brave warriors – are in their essence very generous persons that have never wanted nor learned how to hate other people. They just liked their freedom without considering such love as a sin for which they suffered or for which they should have been punished by whomever else. 

Dear colleagues, 

The Workgroup on Women Entrepreneurship established within the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce is particularly active, so, please, let me say a few words on women in Montenegro. 

The role of woman in all families, and particularly in a Montenegrin family, is of extraordinary importance. Nowadays, women have conquered wide equality positions. The girls prevail even in the student population. They are educated and they perform very complex and important jobs. However, their role in the history of Montenegro has been left without proper recognition. They were not predestined to war undertakings. Nevertheless, their everyday courage was exemplary. They were the supporting pillars of their families. Modest but resolved, they did not consider jobs as those for men and those for women. While their husbands were in endless fights, they created the basis for the survival of their families and their state. In addition, they were the everlasting source of love and joy for their children each day of their joint life and until the cruel circumstances in which those children were brought up separated them.

That is why today we still experience the cherished cult of mother, sister and women in general, as an oasis of peace, love and warmth.  

Montenegro has been preserving its cultural and spiritual integrity for centuries of its development, regardless of how many times it has changed its name and its frontiers. That is why Montenegrin heritage is all that has ever been created within its territory.  

Even though Montenegrin prehistory is wrapped in mystery, it is evident that man has always lived in this territory. Numerous evidences of primitive culture can be found here. The territory of Montenegro encompasses one of the biggest archaeological sites of the Stone Time in Europe. Crvena Stijena (Red Rock) near Niksic is the oldest archaeological site when it comes to prehistoric time in Montenegro. It has been discovered that Montenegro archaeology profile is composed of 31 layers, but penetration into its deepest dna has not been achieved yet. Thousand of years B.C. primitive men drew pictures of extraordinary beauty on the walls of a cave situated in Lipci near Risan. In addition to the pictures showing deer hunting, a very realistic picture of a boat is the main cave’s attraction. 

The shape of those ancient boats has remained unchanged so far. And after more than three thousands of years, they sail the Skadar Lake’s waters also today. The cooper crusade axe, which has been discovered near Podgorica, belonged to the culture of the Illyrian tribe of Labeta and, probably, was made in 2000 B.C..

Nevertheless, the ancient littoral towns are the most precious treasure of Montenegro.  Those conurbations preserve traces of all ages, from ancient times up to now. Ulcinj, Bar, Budva, Kotor and Risan are marvellous examples of the artistic skills of old masters. Their town cores are unique signs of the civil development that can be achieved through maritime ways. Living in the littoral region meant living in the centre of the world in those times. 

Budva, the town in which we are holding this meeting, is the oldest town within the Montenegrin littoral region. Its building started 2500 years ago with an Illyrian settlement,  later transformed into a Greek bazaar - called Emperion. That is why we can found the first written notices of Budva in the papers of Sophocles, the old Greek tragic writer, dating back to the fifth century B.C. The biggest and the most precious necropolis on the Adriatic cost is situated in Budva. Illyrian, Hellenistic, Roman and Slavic archaeology layers speak of the customs, cultures and life styles within this area. The most valuable discovery in Budva are the golden jewellery dating from the third century B.C. 

Another significant ancient settlement is the town of Risan. There are no valuable testimonies dating from its most ancient time, when Risan was the fortress of the ancient Tetua Queen. Shiny archaeology exhibits date from the second century A.C, the time or Roman ruling. Among the wonderful Roman polychromatic mosaics, the mosaic portrait of Hypnos, the Greek God of sleep, is deemed a world rarity - actually it is the only representation of this celestial being within the Balkans. 

UNESCO has proclaimed Kotor part of the World Cultural and Historical Heritage. That sufficiently speaks of the cultural heritage of this town, which primarily consists in the extraordinary architecture of buildings that fit the surrounding environment by their style. Kotor’s fortification structure, composed of 4.5 km of walls, represent part of the world most valuable heritage.    

Remains dating from the 12th  and 13th  centuries’ reflect numerous spiritual and other achievements. 

Over the past centuries, churches in Montenegro were not only the temples in which religious rituals took place; they were also schools, shelters for vulnerable persons running away from enemy attacks and, not rarely, fortresses for successful defence against the conquerors. For a long time they served as the only places where formal social life took place. 

Two top cultural products appeared in that period as well: ”Ljetopis Popa Dukljanina” (Chronicle of Dukljanin Pope) and “Miroslavljevo Jevandjelje” (Miroslav’s Gospel”). 

The historic and literary document “Slavic Empire”, more known as “Ljetopis Popa Dukljanina”, represents the only national source available for the study of the period up to the half of the XI century. The document contains very important information abour the history of the Balkan Slavic as regards Duklja, Serbia, Croatia and Macedonia. 

“Mirislavljevo Evandjelje”  is the oldest document written in literary language and it is also the oldest illuminated manuscript of Middle Age Zeta. 

The chronology of phenomena and events accounting for the cultural development of Montenegro is very long and rich. 

As a relatively small Principality, Montenegro took the first steps for its economic and industrial development only in late 19th century and early 20th century. The main reason for this delay is the national effort to ensure independence and historical survival of the state. Because of that, there were no big investments in industry, infrastructure constructions, raw material analysis and production training of people. 

The main economic progress started after the Second World War. 

The existing natural and human resources, as well as newly created technical infrastructure represented the foundations for economic progress. Within a rather small space, there are abundant mineral raw materials, such as bauxite, lead and zinc. There are also numerous sources of non-metal raw materials, such as natural-cement rock, decorative stones, baryta, betonita, quarts sand and clay. 

The salinity of the sea and the climate are very favourable for the production of salt in the traditional manner, by using the sun energy.  According to its importance, coal is, after water and bauxite, the most important mineral raw material in Montenegro. The river flows represent a  huge potential for energy generation. 

Agriculture land covers more than one third of the overall territory of Montenegro (0.32 ha per capita). Woods of Montenegro are dispersed over almost 40% of its territory - almost 1 ha of woods per capita. There are approximately 4000 plant species, which are widely used in various manners. 

Because of its specific climate, the level above the sea and the existence of protected zones, the specificity of Montenegrin agriculture is the production of healthy food and early vegetables. 

Tourism is of high priority in Montenegro. There are almost perfect conditions for tourism development, both for summer and winter tourism. Montenegro’s potentialities for tourism development have not been taken into proper consideration so far, especially when it comes to health tourism, attractive littoral localities, mountain, winter, rural, hunting, sailing, rafting and religious tourism forms. 

Sailing has had a long tradition in Montenegro. Once, more than 400 ships sailed all world seas. There are several naval companies now. Montenegro’s potential in this field also includes the Port of Bar,  Bijela and Tivat Shipyards, various harbours and maritime agencies. 

The current concept of economic development implies environmental sustainability, to be achieved by respecting ecological criterions as preconditions for the selection of projects. 

The strategy for development relies on the existing potential and it is directed toward priority economic complexes: tourism, agriculture, energy generation, naval industry and aluminium industry.

Montenegro is an extremely favourable destination for foreign investments. At present numerous international companies are operating within its territory. 

Finally, I would like to express my wish that the Fifth Meeting of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers Forum will represent a good occasion to co-operate and achieve important results.

Once again, thank you very much for giving us the honour to host you here and for your readiness to join the industry sector representatives of the Chamber of Economy of Montenegro.  

