FORUM AIC 2005

Budva-Becici (Montenegro)

“Report on women entrepreneurial activities”

On 21 April 2004, in Neum, on occasion of the IV Forum edition, the representatives of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce participating in the permanent Workgroup on Women Entrepreneurship were informed that the six Croatian Chamber of Economy had elaborated a database containing details and information about women-managed and women-directed enterprises and companies.

Successively, the Women Entrepreneurship Committee of the Ancona Chamber of Commerce examined the database in Croatian language presented by the Split Chamber containing identification data of surveyed women enterprises.

So far we have notreceived any information about other Forum Member Chambers’ undertaken initiatives: we do not know if they have elaborated their own database according to the Split model, as they were expected to do in compliance with the minutes of the Neum last meeting.

In the case that this kind of activity has been further developed, we hope that:

a) data  be presented also in English version to the advantage of all Workgroup members as well as of any other user;

b) the database be completed with further details, especially regarding Croatian women entrepreneurship;

c) the data be shared so as to allow easy access to information on women-managed enterprises. 

We would like to remind that, as specified in the Neum final document, our Workgroup agreed on the need for sensitisation actions targeted at Forum member chambers aimed to homogeneous data collection, according to the methodology already experienced by Italian Chamber Committees. To this aim, it was necessary to engage Chambers’ computer experts – by means of mediation between Unioncamere and Infocamere’s (the computer service provider of the Italian Chambers of Commerce).

With this regard, since September 2003 Unioncamere has elaborated – on request by Italian Women Entrepreneurship Committees – an ad hoc database denominated “Observatory on Women Entrepreneurship”.

This Observatory is a computerized system for the half-yearly monitoring of Women Entrepreneurship, co-financed  by the Italian Ministry of Industry. It has allowed the elaboration of the first National Report on Women Entrepreneurship.

The system takes advantage of data collected by Italian Registers of Companies and  permits searching for both enterprise and entrepreneur.

By means of this instrument of statistical research, Chambers of Commerce can monitor women entrepreneurship trends as well as carry out original studies focusing on their relevantterritories.

The criteria for identifying an enterprise as a “women enterprise” are specified in Law 215/92, which provides for the following definition: women enterprises are “either cooperative societies and partnerships composed of women in a percentage not lower than 60 per cent, or joint stock companies where women have not less than two thirds of shares and whose administrative bodies are composed of no less than two thirds of women, or women-managed individual businesses operating in the sectors of industry, handicraft, agriculture, commerce, tourism and services.
The women enterprises database specifies:

· location  (Region, Province, City)

· juridical nature (joint stock company, partnership, individual business, cooperative society, etc.)

· ATECO code (sector)

· year of registration

· output value

· partnership’s or joint stock capital

· women participation

· status (active, liquidated, bankrupt, inactive, etc.)

Analytic variables are:

1) number of enterprises listed in the Register of Companies

2) number of active enterprises

3) number of registrations

4) number of discontinuances.

As regards women entrepreneurs, the database specifies:

· location  (region, province, city)

· juridical nature (joint stock company, partnership, individual business, cooperative society, etc.)

· ATECO

· status (active, liquidated, bankrupt, inactive, etc.)

· place of birth (area, country, region)

· gender

· age

· office (director, principal, partner, etc.)

Analytic variables are:

· number of offices

The Ancona Committee, responsible for the Workgroup secretarial tasks, sensitised Italian Chambers of Commerce so as to foster their accession to the Forum. In particular, contacts were established with Puglia and Veneto Regions.


Since our last meeting we have not had any opportunity to start up new projects. Nevertheless, we had the opportunity to witness the conclusion of the project “Women in business and decision-making” launched by Eurochambres in partnership with Italy (Unioncamere, Asseforcamere, Women Entrepreneurship Committees with Chambers of commerce), Greece (Union of Chambers of Commerce and Industry), Cyprus (the Chamber of Commerce and Industry supported by the Cyprus Federation of Business and Professional Women) and Germany (Hamburg Chamber of Commerce).


The objective was to actively contribute to the integration of women in the entrepreneurial and economic world as well as to increase the importance of their role in decision-making processes.


With the purpose to give uniformity to the European network, the Italian website of the Women Entrepreneurship Committees www.if-imprenditoriafemminile.it was expanded into a new website - www.if-europa.com -  to be resorted to as an instrument of interchange, debate and diffusion of good praxis throughout Europe. 

