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Introduction
For the second year the Observatory surveyed the annual traffic in 17 main Adriatic and Ionian (AI) ports: Trieste, Venice, Ravenna, Ancona, Bari, Brindisi and Taranto in Italy; Koper in Slovenia; Rieka, Split, Zadar, Ploce and Dubrovnik in Croatia; Durres in Albania; Bar in Montenegro; Igoumenitsa and Patrasso in Greece. 

We cannot hide the difficulties met in this activity, mainly due to heterogeneous methods of data collection and processing adopted by the different ports. For example, it is not possible to estimate goods traffic in Igoumenitsa and Patrasso, since they do not register (whereas other ports do) goods in  embarked and disembarked lorries/trailers.  

Thanks to this survey available data on goods and passengers traffic in the AI area  now cover four years, from 2001 to 2004.  

Total goods
In 2004 transported goods totalled 203 million, which represents a 7% growth compared to  previous year. This is a remarkable figure , since variation from 2002 to 2003 was much less significant. 

From a geographic point of view traffic distribution is extremely concentrated. Northern Adriatic (Trieste, Venice, Ravenna, Koper and Rieka) concentrates 50% of traffic, whereas Southern Adriatic only 30%. In the South a fundamental role is played by Taranto, which is not only a hub port for container traffic but also a very important centre for the sorting of solid bulk goods (about 21 million, the highest figure in the basin).

Apart from absolute figures it is interesting to analyse recent dynamics affecting so-called “minor” ports, which can allow us to better understand development trends of goods traffic.  
AI ports : total goods traffic and 2002-2004 variation
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 Source: AP data processed by ISTAO

The map marks each port with respect to two variables: total goods traffic and variation registered in the last two years (so as to avoid the estimate being affected by possible   short-term events). As regards big ports, Taranto’s growth is impressive, higher than total average. The other big ports consolidate their position thanks to a positive – but lower than average - growth rate. 

As concerns medium ports, Koper and Rijeka’s growth deserve special attention: in a two year period, their goods traffic exceeded 10 million tons, thus turning them into emergent ports in the basin. Bar, Ploce, Durres and Split’s growth rates are extremely high, though initial global figures are still quite low.   

Ancona is the only port showing a negative trend: in the last two years, goods traffic decreased to a level below 10 million tons. This is explained by loss of part of  bulk goods and containers markets.  

Container traffic
Container traffic analysis distinguishes Taranto’s traffic from other ports’ traffic: Taranto is a transhipment port, and for this reason its figures are not comparable with other port’s figures.  
container traffic (in teus) - AI ports
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Source: AP data processed by Istao
In 2004 the growth rate in the Adriatic area was 14.5%; such rate is extremely positive if compared to the –3.3% registered in 2003. 

As regards single ports the following is to be pointed out:

· Trieste’s recovery after the sharp traffic decrease (about one third of the total) registered in the previous year;

· Among medium-big ports, Koper and Rijeka’s high dynamism;  

· Bar and Durres’s development, small but extremely significant for the respective countries;

· Taranto’s hub’s 15.9% growth rate, though significantly lower than previous years (+153% in 2002 and +40% in 2003).
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In 2004 passengers traffic totalled 13.8 million. This figure confirms the previous year’s result, though explained by different internal dynamics:  

· The most important short sea shipping market in the basin is still that from/to Italy and Greece. Nevertheless, total passengers traffic decreased in 2004. Passengers from/to Greece in Italian ports decreased by 12% (from 2.6 to 2.3 million). Lorries traffic also decreased by 9% (from 466 to 423 thousand units).

· On the other hand, Croatian traffic increased significantly. Regular lines from/to Italy and Croatia registered a 11.6% growth (from 782 to 873 thousand passengers); Croatian domestic traffic from/to mainland and islands continues to grow, exceeding 5.3 million passengers (+10%).

· Passengers  from Italy to Durres and Vlore totalled 815,000, which represents a 4% growth rate; on the contrary, the traffic to Bar decreased (from 80,000 to 64,000).

As regards single ports, the situation is the following: Ancona is still leader as regards passengers transport, though registering a 5% decrease. All Italian (and Greek) ports register a decrease due to the crisis faced by the Greek market; nevertheless, some losses have been compensated by positive results obtained with traffic to Croatia (for example, Ancona) or cruise traffic (for example, Bari).

Furthermore, it is to be pointed out that Croatian ports and the port of Durres in Albania experienced a satisfactory growth rate both in domestic and international market.  
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European policy for transport: some recent developments
In April 2004, as already pointed out last year on occasion of the Forum in Neum, the European Union adopted new guidelines as concerns the Trans European Transport network. 30 priority projects have been selected for receiving  most economic and project resources.  

Some of these projects regard the Adriatic and Ionian area.

At present some initiatives of interest to the region are in progress:  

1. As regards the publication of calls for proposals referring to project 21 – Motorways of the sea – the Transports Commission published a vade mecum for projects’ drafting. The handbook describes project eligibility criteria, possible beneficiaries, types of activities that can be financed (infrastructure, facilities, studies about see motorways, support to  the start-up of initiatives, correlated to the cost of capital). Of course, projects should involve Member Countries.  

For further information:

  http://europa.eu.int/comm/transport/intermodality/whatsnew/index_en.htm
2. As regards TEN-T, some news concerning neighbouring countries not yet members of the European Union are available. EU believes that good relationships with neighbouring countries represent a guarantee of economic development, stability and sustainability for the UE itself. 

Among these countries (in all 25) are: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, Kosovo.

Since the nineties, through the Pan European Corridors and Areas policy, the EU has manifested its interest in neighbouring countries as concerns transports. In June 2004, during the international meeting “Transport for Wider Europe” held in Santiago de Compostela, a proposal was forwarded for increasing EU intervention in the sector of transport infrastructure in neighbouring countries and regions. In September 2004, the European Commission approved the constitution of a High Level Group charged with the selection of priority axes and projects in neighbouring countries to be supported even financially.  

The group will conclude its task in October 2005 with a final report including Recommendations for the European Commission. In the meanwhile, following the 2004 meeting, new meetings and plenary consultations with possible stakeholders from different interested countries have been organised every month. Meetings are subdivided into geographical subgroups (North Eastern Europe, South Eastern Europe, Eastern Mediterranean, Western Mediterranean, The Black Sea Region).

For further information:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/ten/transport/whatsnew/index_en.htm

The Observatory website
As from this year all data and analyses will be permanently available in the Forum web site. One section of the web site is specifically devoted to the workgroup “Transports”, and within this section a subsection is completely devoted to this Observatory.  

In the web site traffic data and information on each port are gathered and published, with particular emphasis on short sea shipping traffic. The web site also allows access to annual reports on ports’ competitive positioning depending on trade traffic trends. Finally, the web site permits the monitoring of European transport policies directly affecting the area.

By means of this instrument, public and private operators are assisted in the elaboration of institutional policies and company strategies. Furthermore, the workgroup “Transports” is endowed with an instrument to be resorted to by all members and aimed at supporting the selection of shared objectives and joint actions.  

To conclude, our goal for the next year is to utilise the web site as an instrument for carrying out annual surveys, by constructing a reserved area where traffic data can be entered on line by each port.  
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