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COORDINATION: Vasilios Lolos – President – Thesprotia Chamber of Commerce and Industry – Igoumenitsa (Greece)

SECRETARIAT: Giovanni Manzotti – Chamber of Commerce of Ancona – Ancona (Italy)

The introductory report of the President of the Thesprotia Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Greece), Vasilios Lolos, has recalled the proposal, discussed on the occasion of the previous Forum held in Igoumenitsa, concerning the implementation of an Observatory on Sea Traffic, particularly on Short-Sea Shipping, in the Adriatic-Ionian basin. 

One year after, we can state that the Observatory has begun to work.. A questionnaire aimed at collecting data and information on sea traffic has been drafted by each of the Chambers of Commerce. It has already been sent to all the member Chambers, which are requested to complement, enrich or propose possible changes. They are also requested to release data referring to the year 2003. It has been decided that the Observatory activities (gathering of questionnaires, data processing, database etc) should be co-ordinated and managed by the Secretariat of the Forum in Ancona.


The first conclusions resulting from the analysis of available data and information have already been presented to the workgroup by Prof. Paolo Pettenati from the ISTAO of Ancona, which collaborates with the Ancona Chamber of Commerce and the Ancona Port Authority in the Observatory’s activities. Prof. Pettenati report has also discussed the European transport policies, especially the Pan European Corridor Network and the Sea Motorways project.


This latter subject has been thoroughly examined by the workgroup. They have agreed about the following proposals: 

1. Carry out every possible action with the purpose of giving priority to the development of the Intermodal and Integrated Transport Network along the Adriatic-Ionian axis, in particular:  

a) the Adriatic Corridor (excluded from the European Union priority projects) to which a renewed and timely attention is expected from regional, national and European authorities;

b) the development of the integrated railway/sea/road transport linking the Northern Adriatic and the Mediterranean;

c) the improvement of port infrastructure and freight villages along the same axis;

d) the development of intermodal and integrated transport also for the island system of the Adriatic and Ionian area;  

2. The development of coastal and intermodal transport system as above described would also be of benefit to the protection of the environment and the marine ecosystem in the whole area. From this point of view, a research, study and practical project targeted at protecting the marine environment from the impact of sea transport could be implemented in the future.   

3. As proposed by the Federation of the Italian Chambers of Commerce, the workgroup on transport has also agreed to present a project aimed at developing the activities for promoting services for yachting tourism. Since the promotion of the Adriatic area as a unique social-economic reality more than a simple aggregation of isolated geographic areas is considered as a priority, the project aims at supplying a network of services to the hundreds of thousands yachting operators. These services may be summed up as follows:   

· information on mooring places;

· improvement of port infrastructure;

· available services;

· quality of facilities;

· development of a network of communication services;

· technical assistance;

· receptivity and hospitality services etc.

The aim is to link as many tourist ports of different levels as possible,  each of them belonging to one of the unique national and regional realities that compose of the Forum of the Chambers of Commerce of the Adriatic and Ionian Area.

The workgroup on transport considers the project presented by the national system of the Italian Chambers of Commerce as a priority, a position also supported by the chamber systems of the countries participating in the workgroup. In this framework, the Forum is charged with the task of developing every necessary policy for the implementation of the project.

To this end, the project study and its economic-financial feasibility plan will be developed by the national Unioncamere or by one of its organisations (for example, Assonautica or Uniontrasporti), also taking into consideration eventual opportunities to employ European funds. Based on this project document the Forum of the Chambers of Commerce of the Adriatic and Ionian Area will promote every policy required to its implementation: partner (countries or other local agents) research; collection of country-guides; promotion and communication of the project; etc. To this end, the Forum will also establish a close and direct collaboration relation with the chambers and other local organisations and institutions of the participating countries. 


The workgroup has agreed to send the present document to the national and regional authorities of all countries participating in the Forum as well as to the European Union.
Drafted in Neum (Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina), 

April 21-22, 2004
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