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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to welcome the representatives of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce to this work session that I have the privilege of  chairing. 

Tourism, i.e. the topic that this workgroup was entrusted with, is  a topic I treasure. It is no coincidence that the Chamber of Commerce I represent has been focusing on it for a long time. I am sure you all share the idea that tourism is essential for the economic development and the creation of new jobs. 

In my opinion the growth of tourism and all the related activities can and must rely on the development of new strategies aimed at providing high-quality products and enhancing the resources of the territories that are rich in common traditions as well as unique features. This goal must be achieved in the framework of co-operation and integration among the institutional representatives and entrepreneurs  on both sides of the Adriatic and Ionian sea. The ever-increasing needs of the tourist market can only be met if special attention is paid to what the territories can offer. Moreover the market must be interpreted and understood in an innovative way, to the benefit of communication  and  the attractiveness of the market itself. 

Last year in Igoumenitsa we launched an important and shared idea in this framework. We proposed the creation of a homogenous tourist system capable of competing at international level thanks to the diversification and strength of its territories, cultures and services. This initiative would enhance the different traditions and social – environmental contexts on the basis of a system logic and promote a network of services organised according to shared quality criteria and standards. 

This idea was based on two project hypotheses that were submitted on that occasion. They dealt with the creation of a System of Integrated Tourist itineraries and the establishment of an Observatory for Integrated Tourism.


Every good idea needs not only a homogenous approach and will, but also suitable means to be implemented. Our task is to find and co-ordinate the available resources, especially the financial ones, starting from those that are made available by the European Union.  


The EU programme INTERREG IIIA, on which the Chamber of Commerce of Ancona has been working for some months now, is a good opportunity

Pending the announcement of new EU tenders, some results have already been achieved. 

I would like to draw you attention on a project dealing with the creation of a network of ports in the Adriatic area, i.e. Adriatic Re.Port. Pleasure boating is one of the tourist sectors that favours the integration of the offers available on the two sides of the Adriatic and Ionian sea. The creation of a network of tourist ports, the development of common strategies for the promotion of marinas can give added values to all those operating in this field. 

Creating a network and developing opportunities by harmonising the service quality standards of the area also means enhancing our common and age-old maritime experience and culture in the framework of an environmentally sustainable growth.

The Marche region is the  lead partner of this project that also involves four provinces of the Marche region, Università Politecnica delle Marche, the Ancona port authority and Marina Dorica (a joint venture for the management of the tourist port in Ancona). The Chamber of Commerce of Ancona  enthusiastically joined the project development phase and  also involved the foreign partners thanks to the good relations established at conference level. The project involves the Chamber of Commerce of Dubrovnik, the marinas of Tankerkomerc in Zara and Biograd, Dalmatia and the Split area and the Centre for Entrepreneurial Activity in the counties of Sibenik and Knin. The project is obviously open to other partners and we look forward to receiving any co-operation proposals. 


Pleasure boating is a strategic sector for us: the old Ancona tradition in the field of construction (but also garaging and care) of luxury yachts and some ongoing infrastructure projects affecting the port area  may turn Ancona into a capital town of international pleasure boating and the relevant  ancillary tourist industries. 

Cruising is another strategic sector from which tourist operators on both sides of the Adriatic and Ionian sea could benefit.

Also in this case the “sea” resource is the common element that joins different economic interests and whose potential has not been sufficiently exploited. 

I would like to highlight that Ancona is taking significant steps in this field.  Next summer Costa Crociere holiday cruisers will call at Ancona and the local commercial entrepreneurs have great expectations in this respect.     

Institutional relations and contacts could be established to organise some cruises calling at ports in the Adriatic and Ionian sea, thus allowing the image of this area and its sea to become known to high-level tourists.

In my opinion the creation of tourist packages involving countries on both sides is highly strategic thanks to the new forms of specialised and “niche” tourism that are developing at international level, such as ecotourism, tourism in the protected areas and inland parks. Also in this case new forms of co-operation could be established among the bodies that manage the main environmental resources. 

The goal is to benefit from, appreciate and study  the natural beauties and resources (landscape,  flora and fauna) of the Adriatic area and all the (present and past) cultural aspects of this zone. This can be done by promoting protection, reducing the environmental and cultural impact, encouraging an active and economically and socially beneficial involvement of the local people. 


These unexpressed potentials can only be exploited by encouraging meeting, training and information opportunities and by exchanging “best practice” among the tourist operators on both sides of the Adriatic and Ionian sea. I do believe that this conference and the Chambers of Commerce can give a significant contribution.

My proposal is to use the topics I described as a starting point for the final documents of this conference for 2004. Hopefully the relevant projects will be launched soon, thus creating a partnership with the Chambers of Commerce of all the affected countries. 

