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70th Session 

of UN General 

Assembly 

(2015)

The United 

Nations decides 

to proclaim 2017 

the 

‚International 

Year of 

Sustainable 

Tourism for 

Development‘ 

A/RES/70/193 invites UNWTO to:

“…facilitate the organization and implementation of the 

International Year in collaboration with Governments, relevant 

organizations of the United Nations system, other international 

and regional organizations and other relevant stakeholders…”



1. AWARENESS RAISING on the contribution of 

sustainable tourism to development

2. MOBILIZE visitors, suppliers, policy makers and 

other stakeholders to make the sector a catalyst for 

positive change

Goals

positive change

3. FOSTER CHANGE in policies, business practices and 

consumer behavior in tourism
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Inclusive and sustainable economic growth



Social inclusiveness, employment and 

poverty reduction



Resource efficiency, environmental 

protection and climate change



Cultural values, diversity and heritage



Mutual understanding, peace and security



A NETWORK OF TOURISM OBSERVATORIES

monitoring sustainable tourism 

AT DESTINATION LEVEL



INSTO
Unlocking the power 

of sustainability 

through meaningful 

18 observatories on 4 continents 

partnerships





Key Objectives

Integrated Approach
To provide a framework for the systematic, timely and regular monitoring of 

resource-use and a better understanding of tourism impacts.

Evidence
To establish a strong foundation of tangible information for well-informed 

decision making.

Stakeholder Empowerment

To actively engage local stakeholders in the measurement of risks, costs, 

impacts, limits and opportunities through an inclusive and participatory 

approach.approach.

Engagement
To network and exchange information for improved collaboration, 

communication and greater public accountability.

Performance Measurement 
To monitor the implementation of sustainable development plans, policies 

and management actions.

Continuity
To foster long-term commitment for regular monitoring, thus contributing to 

the sustainable growth of the sector at the destination-level. 

Knowledge Building To highlight and share good practices and lessons’ learned.




