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CO-ORDINATION:  Josip Stankovic – President – Chamber of Economy of Rijeka - Rijeka (Croatia)

SECRETARIAT: Anna Rita delle Vergini – Chamber of Commerce of Ancona – Ancona (Italy)  
  There is a wide and well-structured legislative framework on this sector, which results from the consciousness of institutions about the  importance of protecting marine and coastal resources. However, several difficulties arise with regard to the enforcement of such regulations. This is due to the existence of various normative levels (national, regional, local) and to the lack of control in all sectors, especially in the urban building industry, which  acts abusively on the coasts of Croatia and Montenegro. All participants agree on the relevance of the environment and sea protection issue, for which the collaboration among all institutional levels (international, national, regional and local) is considered to be indispensable. Also   the transversal role to be played by the workgroup on environment and sea protection with regard to the several issues dealt with by the Forum is considered to be fundamental.

In addition, the workgroup has also underlined the need of setting up a network among participants aimed at sharing information as well as co-ordinating education and sensitisation activities. These activities are to be designed in accordance with the proposals presented by the Ancona Chamber of Commerce (“EMAS School” project) and by the Marche Region (“Secretariat of the Adriatic” project).   


The workgroup participants make the following proposals issuing from the debate:

1. The conclusive proposals and the work plans of the other workgroups should take into consideration all aspects related to the environment and sea protection.
2. Considering that data are not homogeneous and that multiple information levels exist in the various countries, it is indispensable to implement a permanent communication channel, including the use of the Forum’s telecommunications network. The purpose of this is to increase the efficiency of measures targeted at environmental protection.
3. Considering the need of improving entrepreneurs’ and citizens’ environmental education, the workgroup proposes the development of education activities following the standard of the EMAS School system. The Chambers of Commerce that are nota able to finance these activities may obtain economic support through European funding opportunities. Moreover, each Chamber is expected to indicate one or two members interested in attending the courses offered by the EMAS School of Ancona.
4. Since the environmental legislation in different countries has different enforcement and control systems, it is necessary to develop agreements and entente protocols aimed at improving the efficiency of these systems.
5. It is necessary to establish a central office encharged of co-ordinating the environment protection in the whole Adriatic. The office’s headquarter should be at the Chamber of Commerce of Ancona. Offices at the Chambers of the other participating countries should also be constituted. The central office together with the other offices should be co-ordinated by the Forum’s Assembly. The office suggested denomination is “ FORUM ENVIRONMENT OBSERVATORY”.  The workgroup also proposes the inclusion of the Observatory’s activities among those developed by the future Secretariat of the Adriatic.
CONCLUSIONS

 The environmental protection represents an integral part of territorial sustainable development. It is impossible to think about economic growth in our area without taking environmental protection into account.

 The discussions about environmental protection in the Adriatic and Ionian area highlighted not only the need of monitoring and controlling the enforcement of sector regulations, but also the need of developing policies to prevent environment degradation and sensitise the citizens. Finally, environment and sea protection should not be regarded as a subject to be dealt with by an isolated workgroup, but as a transversal subject, which involves all the Forum’s issues.
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