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REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE  

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF THE ADRIATIC AND IONIAN AREA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corfu, 11th June 2014 

 

The International Court of the Adriatic and Ionian Area was strongly sought after by the Chambers of 

Commerce and the Institutional bodies that belong to the Forum from an awareness that in the 

development and dynamics of commerce and business the safety of transactions and the certainty of 

obligations being fulfilled play a fundamental part. The economic relationship is not merely a bilateral 

exchange between two entities but a complex system of long lasting relations and interactions that 

integrate segments or parts of products and production processes. On the one hand this therefore takes 

time and money to build up, while on the other it is in itself fragile as it is subject to the misunderstandings 

that develop physiologically in the world of business. From this perspective, possessing tools that allow 

disputes to be resolved quickly and economically is an added value, a strategic lever and a resource for the 

competitiveness of businesses.  

The mediation and arbitration that the Court aims to promote are precisely this: efficient and effective 

“alternatives” to ordinary legal procedures as they are based on the assumption that disputes can be 

resolved with techniques that lead to benefits to both sides and, as a result, to a development of economic 

resources and international commerce. For an exporter it is essential to define which law will apply to an 

international contract and to know whether, in the event of litigation, there will be a hearing before judges 

in the other party’s country, before judges in their own country or before private arbitrators. 

Alternative legal procedures are also a fundamental tool for attempting to overcome those judicial barriers 

that often hinder or make exchange and collaboration between countries more difficult for exporting 

companies. The differences in the legal systems, the language and cultural barriers that divide the countries 

in the Adriatic area increase the risks for businesses considerably and make any overseas investment 

onerous for our traders. 

It should furthermore be emphasised that recourse this type of procedure is constantly on the increase, 

especially in recent years. Indeed a more slimline, speedier and economical solution brings a real advantage 

in the form of added value to be spent in order to beat the competition.  

Since its inception, the International Court of the Adriatic and Ionian Area has been working in two 

directions considered to be strategic for promoting alternative judicial tools in the area: 

• First and foremost awareness: we have seen that there is a profound need to make these services 

known to cross-border traders, business consultants and professionals so that they understand their 

advantages and use them with no lack of confidence; 

• Secondly the promotion of mediation and arbitration: in this direction we have tried to create and 

broaden bilateral relations with arbitral institutions, with the Chambers of Commerce and other 

institutions interested in nurturing the culture of mediation and arbitration in their countries. 

In 2013 our goal was to reinforce the role of the Court as a round-table for negotiation and exchanging 

experiences on the topic of alternative justice in the area, as a meeting place for comparing experiences 

and knowledge of alternative justice, as a place for sharing best practices and as a privileged space for 

engaging in research and study activities on arbitration and mediation, whether at the impulse of those who 

for a variety of reason are interested in investigating the matter further  – arbitrators, mediators, 

professionals, company lawyers, teachers, researchers and students – or as a private initiative. From this 

perspective the Court puts itself forward as the ideal channel for disseminating scientifically qualified 

information on the matters of mediation and arbitration, the result of a careful process of reviewing  
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regulatory, juridical and doctrinal sources along with the practices adopted in Italy and in other countries 

or institutions.  

All this gives us reason to be proud and confers great responsibility; I am convinced, we are all convinced 

that the Court, with the backing of the financial entities involved and their associations, will take on a role 

of primary importance on the international scene, performing in this way that function of third party 

intervention and impartiality that constitutes a vital guarantee for the correct development of economic-

commercial relations. 

With this in mind, in the meeting that took place this morning the Court reaffirmed its pledge to work: 

• towards creating training courses aimed at fostering a conciliatory and arbitral culture in those 

countries less active in the area of alternative justice, making full use of the good practices built up 

within the macroregion; 

• towards disseminating the knowledge of mediation and arbitration within the Adriatic-Ionic 

macroregion as tools for resolving disputes arising from international commercial transactions, 

providing parties that have signed a cross-border contract or those in the negotiation stage with 

assistance in drawing up clauses and agreements that allow them to make use of conciliatory or 

arbitral procedures;  

• towards encouraging international cooperation, creating synergies able to produce project proposals 

at EU and international level and to build specialised partnerships on the matter of alternative dispute 

resolution at international level.  

In order that the International Court can pursue its activities, the commitment of all concerned is however 

of fundamental importance, above all the members of the Forum: we must ourselves be the first ones 

convinced of the quality of our Court and identify it as a point of reference for promoting the tools to 

resolve disputes as an alternative to the traditional legal system. Only in this way can we overcome the 

diffidence and fears that have always accompanied mediation and arbitration. 

For this reason, we ask you to be the first to spread the word of the Court, promoting it in any initiatives, 

events and meetings that you may organise to foster international relations. We can confirm our willingness 

from this moment onwards to take part in such events to illustrate the advantages that it could bring to the 

world of business.  

 

Secretariat of the International Court of the Adriatic and Ionian Area 

c/o Ancona Chamber of Commerce 
Contact person for the Workgroup: Caterina Bozzi Cimarelli 
Ph: 0039 071 5838 360 

Fax: 0039 071 5838 255 
E-mail: caterina.bozzi@an.camcom.it 


