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Workgroup on Environment and Sea Protection 

FINAL DOCUMENT

The components of the Workgroup on Environment and Sea Protection contributed, through their testimonies, to make the workgroup’s debate extremely more interesting and efficient with regard to the proposal and realisation of common solutions for environment protection and safeguarding. The arguments dealt with by participants are the following:

1. Dr. Sunja Serdinsek, representative of the Body responsible for territorial planning and sustainable development of the Rijeka County (Croatia) presented a report on “Sea safeguarding and coastal management” which contains the new regulations concerning the management of activities of sea and coastal safeguarding at national and regional levels. 

2. Dr. Dubravka Regner, researcher of the Marine Biology Institute of Kotor (Montenegro) presented the results of the Ecological Research carried out on the shore of Montenegro.  The conclusion highlighted the lack of national long-term instruments, programmes and policies capable of guaranteeing a continuous monitoring. 

3. Dr. Snezana Marstijepovic, from the Port of Bar J.S.C. (Montenegro) described the programme for sea protection drafted by the Port of Bar and the project aimed at the promotion and development of a ISO 14001 certified System for Environment Management intended to improve environmental impacts on site with the utilisation of an international standard.

4. Dr.Ivona Marasovic, researcher of the Split Institute of Oceanography and Fishing (Croatia), presented the research on “Dynamics of marine flows by means of indicators for evaluating the grade of pollution and methods for sea cleansing”. This research has been carried out thanks to the international collaboration of several research institutes in the Adriatic area and national monitoring programmes. According to Dr. Marasovic’s opinion, the researches on sea dynamics should involve the whole Adriatic in order to permit the elaboration of a protection model in the event of accidents (oil and dangerous substances leakage). It is also necessary to control toxic seaweed and molluscs toxicity in all the Adriatic countries by attempting to set up uniform controls. Furthermore, all the countries in the Adriatic basin should jointly control the ballast waters.   

5. Dr. Adam Benovic, researcher of the Split Institute of Oceanography and Fishing at the Dubrovnik Laboratory (Croatia), introduced his report on the project PSSA (Particularly Sensitive Sea Area) and possible connections with the Adriatic. He pointed out the difficulty in having some areas classified as PSSA at the level of IMO (International Maritime Organisation). He highlighted the need for declaring the whole Adriatic sea as PSSA because of the increasing ship traffic and potential environmental risks associated. 

6. Dr. Paolo del Buono, representative of ASSONAUTICA Emilia Romagna (Italy), described a voluntary approach to the monitoring of the Adriatic based on amateur regattas of sail boats organised along the Adriatic and Ionian coasts. During the regattas, participants should undertake to monitor the waters and elaborate an environmental report to be delivered to research institutes and/or governments. In this regard, it was highlighted the importance of informing competent institutions about the environmental degradation observed.
7.  Dr. Paolo Rotoni, representative of the Department for European projects of the Marche Region, described several instruments available for granting the funds necessary to finance projects targeted at sea protection. He illustrated the example of the Marche Region, which is implementing a programme targeted at waste disposal in Albania.

Taken into consideration the importance of the above reports and the Forum potentiality, the workgroup concluded:

I. It is necessary to develop programmes for monitoring marine pollution by means of molluscs as bio-indicators as well as to charge identified agents with controls in compliance with the European Union guidelines. It is also necessary to make control methodologies in all countries more efficient and more effective, particularly in Montenegro and Albania, so as to uniformly carry out safeguarding in all the Adriatic and Ionian countries.

II. It is necessary to suggest to all the competent authorities in the Adriatic countries to establish services for controlling ballast waters, in compliance with the guidelines set out by the IMO convention.

III. Taken into account the need for safeguarding the sea from the risks associated to the increase in ship traffic, the Forum should act as spokesman of proposals for promoting the whole Adriatic as a PSSA.

The workgroup also concluded that the above mentioned assessments and proposals, apart from constituting the programme of the Workgroup on Environment and Sea Protection, should also be integrated to the programmes of the Workgroups on Tourism, Transport and Fishing.

Finally, it is necessary to grant financing to existing research institutes, particularly to those operating in less favourable functioning conditions such as Montenegro and Albania.
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