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Workgroup on Women Entrepreneurship

FINAL DOCUMENT
The Workgroup on Women Entrepreneurship analysed the results of activities carried out according to the guidelines set out in Neum on April 2004 and proceeded with the establishment of the Adriatic and Ionian interregional and cross-border network for the promotion and development of women entrepreneurship. The workgroup  also discussed the achievements and difficulties faced in various countries during 2004.

In particular, the following items were dealt with:

Slovenia - The process of identification and the fostering of women-managed enterprises has been improved with the constitution of a specific department in the Chambers of Commerce throughout the country. Difficulties concerning the granting of credit have been registered.
·


Montenegro - Policies aimed at sensitisation and information of women willing to be entrepreneurs have been adopted. There are two non governmental organisations composed of women entrepreneurs beneficiaries of European and USAID funds.

·



Bosnia - The promotion of women entrepreneurship is damped by the shortage of funds which makes it difficult the starting up of new enterprises.
·


Croatia - For the first time, it was presented the database on women enterprises registered at the coastal Chambers of Economy. This database is expected to be completed with data regarding enterprises registered in other Croatian's counties.
·


Croatian Ministry of Economy – The presentation highlighted the excellent results obtained over the last three years after the implementation of a programme of incentives to SMEs which has gradually been orientated also towards women entrepreneurship. In 2004, women entrepreneurial activities were granted about € 500,000 for a total of 353 projects (business planning, feasibility studies, marketing, market entry, professional training and re-qualification).
·



Dubrovnik County Chamber - The new President, the third woman to take such an office in the whole Croatia, expressed her personal appreciation for the elaboration of the "coastal" database which, together with the government's incentives, shall favour a significant increase in the number of women-managed enterprises.

An interesting testimony was given by the owner of two Montenegrin enterprises operating for sixteen years in the field of commerce and services. A survey involving 100 of their customer enterprises has revealed that 6% of them is owned or managed by women. This study should be proposed once again to the Chamber of Economy in order to ask for institutional commitment with women entrepreneurial issues.

An additional testimony was given by the recently established Association "Bio Istra", which operates in collaboration with the Istria County and the Pula Chamber of Economy for the development and promotion of Istrian typical products (wine, oil and honey).
·
Campobasso Chamber of Commerce - It was illustrated the project SPIF - Development and Promotion of Women Entrepreneurship, financed in the framework of the Programme Interreg IIIA – Adriatic Cross Border for a total of € 250,000. The project objectives are:
1. mapping out, through a field survey, of women-managed enterprises in the Molise region;
2.  identification of specific needs of women-managed enterprises with the aim of designing useful services;
3. mapping out and networking of organisations providing services to existing and potential women-managed enterprises;
4. development of cross-border co-operation among Italy, Albania and Croatia (Lezhe and Split Chambers of Economy) as a source of common business opportunities on both coasts. It is planned the implementation of a pilot experience for drawing tourist routes in the three regions. In addition, co-operation will permit to transfer to Albania and Croatia project planning and methodology know-how for the establishment of systems to support women entrepreneurship.
According to information provided by Unioncamere Molise, new so-called “in extension” calls for proposals shall be soon publicized allowing PAO partners of underway projects in the framework of the Programme Interreg IIIA to propose candidacy for financing aimed at implementing additional project-related activities. Furthermore, these calls for proposals shall offer to other Chambers of Commerce of PAO countries the opportunity to adhere to underway projects as partners.
Ancona Chamber of Commerce -  It was presented the Report on Women Entrepreneurship Activities illustrating the activities of the "Observatory on Women Entrepreneurship", which, as from September 2003, discloses data permitting the identification of women-managed enterprises throughout Italy. Such data originate from the Register of Companies. Furthermore, it has been delivered the final document (in three languages) "Women in business and decision-making", which has been financed by the European Union in the framework of the programme concerning the Community Framework Strategy on Gender Parity (2001-2005). All these measures have the scope of encouraging and supporting the workgroup's efforts towards the achievement of its own goals.

Taken into account the reports presented by each country, participants have agreed upon the need for greater collaboration: 

a) through the permanent exchange of information and active participation in all the initiatives rather than in those financed at European, national and regional levels only;
b) through consistent utilisation of the area reserved to women entrepreneurship in the Forum institutional website www.forumaic.org;
c) by fostering and developing those women entrepreneurial initiatives which, by means of their economic activity, contribute to sustainable development and consequent affirmation of social responsibility and ethical behaviour.
The Forum Secretariat commits itself with the timely diffusion of information and promptly answer to occasional questions. Unioncamere Molise, in its turn, will promptly disclose news related to the publication of “in extension” calls for proposals. 
All the participants unanimously agreed on the President's proposal of organising the first  international meeting of Adriatic and Ionian women entrepreneurs before the next Forum meeting in Albania.

The meeting will represent an important occasion for the exchange of knowledge about innovative productions among women-managed enterprises operating in the thematic sectors of the Forum workgroups. The place where the meeting shall be held as well as organisational details shall be agreed upon as soon as possible.  
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