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THE PROVINCE OF ANCONA

The entire agricultural sector is currently undergoing profound and important changes in Italy. This is due on the one hand to the recent start of the middle-term reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, on the other hand to the fact that many regions have decentralised some of their competences and functions to municipalities, mountain communities and provinces.

The province of Ancona has been for many years active in the primary sector, which it considers one of the pillars its development should be based on, with the human being and his expectations and needs rightly and necessarily at the core of said development.                                         

We firmly believe that agriculture is the economic sector that can act as a lever for a kind of development, which is more environmentally-friendly, as well as able to valorise our landscape, protect our territory and generate wealth – a wealth that should be equally distributed. Let us not forget that our typical produce are the best business card for our territory, our history and, hence, our common cultural roots.               

Our work has been organised on the basis of these ideas and values and carried out with the aim of acting as an intermediate institution between municipalities and the Marche Region.                     

On the one hand we have constantly tried to strengthen our relations with the Marche Region, i.e. intervening in its planning activities and stimulating it to intervene in our initiatives and always bearing in mind the general framework; on the other hand we have established a strong link with municipalities and mountain communities in order to coordinate our territory’s sponsoring activities as much as possible, i.e. through the promotion of our typical productions. This task has been facilitated by the remarkable contribution given by professional trade union organizations, representing almost all our farmers, which are associated in the Consulta Agricola Marche.         

After efforts spent over a number of years we can now say that no initiative within the field of agriculture is today organized in our provincial territory without the direct involvement of the provincial Councillorship for Agriculture, which I have the honour to be in charge of.

This is possible thanks to the planning of an event, with the relative proposal, organization and always with the corresponding co-financing.                                                                          

Such an activity, which can be briefly termed as “territory animation”, is already obtaining good success and is being largely appreciated especially by our agricultural producers. Among these initiatives, particular stress should be laid on the food education lectures offered to primary school teachers by professors of the Agricultural Faculty of the Polytechnic University of the Marche Region in Ancona, which signed a special agreement with our provincial administration. 

Besides the collaborations with our municipalities, Ancona’s provincial council is carrying out its own initiatives aimed at affirming our territory at national and international level and presenting it as a reference area for the elaboration of comprehensive political proposals focussed on our culture, history and consumption habits, i.e. on our Mediterranean identity.                                               

This is the reason for the organization of initiatives like the one on biological agriculture, extra-virgin olive oil and bread.                                                  

I am pleased to say that the cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce of Ancona is of the utmost satisfaction for us, as it allows us optimize our human and financial resources and be more effective in our joint activities.

We shall cooperate with the Chamber of Commerce of Ancona in the management of projects linked to the Local Development Plan, co-financed by Leader +, i.e. a project that we have enthusiastically though with little experience put forward within the Interreg III a community programme.

We have measured ourselves in this project, which saw the participation of 12 provinces of the Adriatic coast, as we firmly believe that we have something interesting to tell the others, and have talked about our experience as regards the system of catch traceability and quality certification. 

We therefore believe that also the product of fishing activity can be rightly considered a typical product, as the Adriatic Sea is for us a proud element where our cultural roots stem from.

We are still waiting to know whether this project is going to be co-financed; if it is, I can assure you that the Province of Ancona will contribute to improve the socio-economic conditions of our fishermen as well as of all those who are active in the fishing sector’s related economic activities.

Within the framework of the Adriatic Transboundary Operational Programme INTER​REG IIIA the Province of Ancona, in cooperation with the Provinces of Pesaro-​Urbino, Macerata, Ascoli Piceno, Teramo, Pescara, Chieti, Campobasso, Fog​gia, Bari, Brindisi, Lecce, has already started the preparation of the project "OASIS – Integrated management of aquaculture and coastal fisheries in the central eastern Adriatic”. To this end, an agreement protocol was signed and a direction group was set up, which is composed of the representatives of the signatories to the agreement and supported by a technical-scientific committee; the latter is made up of the major scientific institutions and universities present in this coastal areas and active in the field of fisheries and aquaculture. The project is the result of the common interest for the integrated and synergic management of the Sea as a resource, as well as for the development of cooperation activities with other coastal areas facing the Adriatic Sea and, more generally, the Mediterranean basin.
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