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Introduction 

 
The President of the Workgroup Mr. Jago Lasić begins work by thanking participants and recalling that the 
Workgroup on agriculture is particularly active and has developed a great many projects over the years since it was 
first established in 2004. The Forum of the Chambers of Commerce of the Adriatic and Ionian Area has consolidated 
its importance and the event has achieved international notoriety. The participation of all the countries of the eastern 
Adriatic-Ionian area confirms the strengthening of cultural, social and economic links between the two shores of the 
Adriatic basin.  
The President recalls that some countries of the Adriatic-Ionian basin are currently at a pre-accession stage, e.g. 
Croatia, and are preparing to become future members of the European Union. The entry of Croatia means that the 
borders of the EU will actually be moved and will become even closer to countries like Bosnia Herzegovina and 
Montenegro. All neighbouring countries must increasingly standardise their systems with respect to the rules dictated 
by the European Union in order to be competitive on an increasingly global market.  
The representative of the Ancona Chamber of Commerce described the activities carried out in 2011, agreed at the 
time of the last edition of the Forum held in Budva (Montenegro) in May 2011. The workgroup’s activities in this 
period were concentrated on the organisation of professional courses, at various levels, for olive oil tasters: more 
specifically, the certification sessions (level II course) were concluded and in all more than 100 professional oil 
tasters were trained. Furthermore, the international oil contest “L’Oro dei due mari” was successfully held: more than 
500 companies participated from all over the Adriatic-Ionian area, with a great many businesses rewarded in the 
various different oil categories and excellent results enjoyed both for Marche and Apulia, with Croatia and Slovenia 
also well-represented. This project was very interesting indeed and the jury rewarding the oils consisted of tasters 
trained with the courses held under the scope of the Workgroup for agriculture: as proof of the important 
cooperation and the concrete possibility given to these professional figures to work in an international context, the 
place must now be decided in which to hold the official prize-giving within the framework of an important official 
event.   
The President leaves the floor to workgroup participants. 

 

Strategic outlines 
 

The discussion of the Workgroup initially focuses on the constitution of the Adriatic-Ionian Macro-Region 
and the consequences and opportunities for the agricultural food sector. There are a great many possibilities for 
collaboration between the various States, including those not belonging to the EU, with the Macro-Region going 
beyond physical and political boundaries and being linked to a concept of cohesion based on the potential of each 
region: “from the Europe of Nations to the Europe of peoples”. The Macro-Region should also be seen as an 
additional tool by which to support the pre-accession policy of certain States, which are currently outside the EU, 
and, therefore, as a great opportunity.  
Discussion continues on the new stage of the common agricultural policy, which is very much concentrated (pillar II) 
on cooperation based on innovative projects involving several players and on the development of specific focuses 
such as those on production chains. There are 3 different PROGRAMMING LEVELS:  

1) On a Community level, definition of a ”Common Strategic Framework” for the cohesion, rural development 
and fishing policy; 

2) On a national level, same type of approach through the preparation of a Programme Contract; 
3) Possibility of preparing a “National Strategic Framework" for rural development and therefore national or 

regional rural development programmes.  
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The possibility expressed by some participants in the Workgroup to extend the topics to include animal husbandry is 
very interesting, as more than 1 million people are employed in this sector. Quality standards are extremely high and 
the Piedmont and Marche cattle breeds have won a great many international prizes. At present, the policy is based 
on maintaining these standards, also through the work of professional associations providing farmers with technical 
support. The selection of sheep and goats is a priority objective and reproduction management seeking to safeguard 
the species would appear to be the main tool by which to have high quality meat and milk production. In concrete 
terms, it is appropriate to start projects up that head in the direction of environmental protection and the stimulation 
of quality production, safeguarding the flavours and knowledge that are being handed down from generation to 
generation in the agricultural sector. Research and development are a necessary approach by which to safeguard 
food health and safety, as they are now considered as restrictions based on which community support is provided. 
The safeguard and genetic improvement of the protected breeds is seeking to also increase product traceability and 
certification. This is the most important added value when can bring, and is required in order to win against the 
competition on what are increasingly global markets. Also starting from other sectors, such as that of wine-growing, 
biodiversity must be supported and defended in order to protect territories and their flavours:  respect for 
biodiversity creates income, extending chains and markets: today’s markets no longer require products, but 
experience, the typical product must increasingly be an expression of the territory with a drive that is not commercial 
in nature, but rather of sensations.  
 
 
Conclusions (agreed actions) 
 
After the long discussion which featured in the workgroup, participants agree the general lines of some actions which 
can be carried out. Such actions have in common the general objective of achieving regional cooperation between 
the two shores of the Adriatic and the Ionian area and aim at encouraging higher quality production in agriculture 
with a viewpoint that is increasingly focused on the setting up of the Adriatic-Ionian Macro-Region.  
A high standard of production combined with food safety and the protection of health appear to be the essential 
elements on which to base growth in the agricultural sector which can then become more competitive within an 
increasingly global market.  
The following actions are outlined. 
 
Description of the interventions 
 
1) Professional oil tasters courses are also to be extended to other products such as wine, cured meats and cheeses, 
in order to create complete professional figures that can operate in the tourism and manufacturing sector; these 
should also be developed in new production areas such as South Croatia: Dubrovnik and Montenegro for olive oil and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina for wine)  
Objectives: 

 creation of professional profiles working in the olive-growing sector and additional officially 
recognised panels of professional expert tasters; 

 encouragement of forms of collaboration for the spread of an awareness culture regarding the use 
of oil; 

 Involvement and optimisation of the olive growing heritage and chain operators of the two shores 
of the Adriatic; 

 

2) Extension of the “Pane Nostrum” initiative (aimed at optimising bread and typical products) to include 
countries member to the Forum of the Chambers of Commerce of the Adriatic and Ionian Area. The initiative 
therefore becomes more and more focused on optimising the bread-making art in the area of the Adriatic basin, 
pursuing the route undertaken in 2011. The next edition is envisaged for mid-September 2012 in Senigallia (AN): 
Objectives: 

 Exchange of experience and know-how between institutions, businesses, producers and experts 
interested in the agricultural food sector. 
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3) Organisation of organised tasting sessions and exhibitions of typical 
products during the annual meetings of the Forum: the host countries can 
organise opportunities for cultural exchange between the countries involved, extending tasting sessions to include 
different products and thereby ensuring proper wind and food moments and cultural exchange opportunities during 
which sector experts and wine-tasters can exchange experiences and know-how. 

Objectives:  
 Emphasis on the international character of cultural, business, institutional links between the 

activities of the countries member to the AIC Forum; 
 Exchange of experience and know-how between business, producing, operating institutions 

interested in the agricultural food sector. 
 
4) Focus on the Common Agricultural Policy: the importance is stressed of the update on the agricultural sector 
support policies. During the annual meetings of the AIC Forum, a time for update is proposed by representatives of 
the academic world and research entities involved in the Workgroups.  
Objectives:  
 

 Creation of a network of players able to propose initiatives and projects; 
 Identification of funds by which to finance cross-border cooperation projects. 

 
5) Extension of the workgroup topics to the sector of animal husbandry: genetic improvement, product 
traceability, respect for health:  
Objectives:  

 Exchange of experience and know-how between business, producing, operating institutions 
interested in the sector. 

 Creation of a network of players able to propose initiatives and projects; 
  
With regard to the planned actions described, an appropriate partnership regional network will be created through 
specific funds.  
The workgroup participants express their interest in such actions and aims and are willing to put in place actions 
aimed at achieving such objectives. 

 
 


