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In consideration of what is provided by the Committee regulation, in particular Art.2, which encourages partnerships to promote opportunities for national and international co-operation, the Chamber of Commerce of Ancona has, since 2002, offered the Presidents of the Adriatic Chambers a platform for analysis and discussion on the world of female entrepreneurs. 

The seminar titled “Le due sponde dell’imprenditoria femminile” (The Two Shores of Female Entrepreneurs), had already revealed to the Marche Region Committees for Female Entrepreneurs the opportunities and advantages for all Regional entrepreneurial activities where female companies and considerable amounts are present in various economic sectors that enable interaction with female entrepreneurs or aspiring entrepreneurs from Croatia, Albania, Bosnia and Montenegro.

(For example: artistic crafts such as the Ceramics Exhibition in Pesaro)

In April 2002, at the Working Table on TOURISM, the first CONSIDERATIONS were expressed and since October 2002 these have been worked on in order to construct a trans-border Adriatic project, with the scope of strengthening through meetings, courses, seminars and the exchange of knowledge of the local cultures and female ways of doing things in businesses, schools and institutions.

Firstly and especially, after the Forum meeting at Igoumenitsa, where the Table on female entrepreneurs enlarged to Greece (Thesprotia region) was officially activated, the Committee of Ancona proposed itself for stimulating the regional territory of the Marche Region, in collaboration with the Regional Union and also for the future construction of a network searching for a special link with the Committee of the Chamber of Split where President Radovanic - vice-president of the Forum, president of the local Chamber and the Adriatic and Ionian Table for F.E. - resides.

The Committee sustained the costs for 2002, the Chamber has sustained research and surveys as well as the organisational/translation costs, and has agreed to continue said in 2004. At a European Community level, in September, on behalf of the Forum, we presented the Table on F.E. to Brussels during the presentation of the European Chambers Network for Female Representatives with the Chambers of Commerce. The Italian model of the committee will most certainly be a departure point for many of the Chambers of Commerce in the enlarged Europe. The Euro Chambers representative at Brussels (Ms Alessandra Pasetti) is also in contact with the Chamber delegates/representatives from the States participating in the next accession and is available to expound on the Forum activities, not only those referring to Female Entrepreneurs.

In Italy we requested Unioncamere (Union of Italian Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Craft and Agriculture), Asseforcamere (Office of the Chamber’s system for promotion, entrepreneurship, and training) and the Ministry to take the Female table into consideration and if possible to propose this matter at the National Co-ordination of Committees level in order to seek support and financing (particularly homogenous and shared information technology instruments that are useful for the data banks which are indispensable for any planning). We also need initiatives for entrepreneur vocational training, new proposals in the sectors that are considered strategic or innovative in the diverse countries across the Adriatic.

To this Table we are bringing the Mapping (not only amounts, but also proposals and aspirations) of Female Businesses in the Province of Ancona, and the same work has just been completed at Macerata; for information on our Region, both general and sector related, the values from the Statistical Observatory promoted by the National Committee regarding all the Italian Chambers of Commerce are available.

To maintain this Adriatic and Ionian promotion, the Committee of Ancona is promoting animation and co-operation activities in favour of businesses managed by females at both the Italian-Albanian Chamber of Commerce in Ancona and the Italo-Croatian Association for Economic and Commercial Exchanges, which was recently constituted and joined to ACCOA (Italian Association of Chambers of Commerce for Central Europe).

We have profound hope in the approval of the Interreg (inter-regional) project, which will facilitate networking and knowledge at a regional level. The objective is to offer small businesses effective participation through the System, in which the Committees are strategic subjects (and not a mere club …). Through the promotion of female entrepreneurs, important synergies among the chambers, associations and institutions can be attained in a transversal manner.

Christina Gorajski V. president

Ancona, April 2004
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