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· Ladies and gentlemen,

I am pleased to participate in this new phase of activities.

Tourism is a very important issue for us, and this is confirmed by the commitment of the Ancona Chamber of Commerce with this sector. I believe that you share my point of view that  tourism is essential for economic development and job creation. 
Last year, in Neum, we agreed on an important idea: it was proposed the development of a single tourist system based on the diversification and strength of territories, cultures and services able to compete at international level. Different traditions and historic-environmental contexts should be highlighted in a system logic at the same time  promoting a network of services organised according to shared quality criteria and standards. Evidently Italy should adopt policies aimed at enhancing the sector’s qualitative profile, a process which can involve Chambers as central actors.  

Such an idea was articulated in an important project proposal for the creation of a  System of Integrated Tourist Routes.

 The realisation of any relevant idea requires, in addition to shared objectives and commitment, adequate means. Therefore, our task is to obtain and coordinate available resources, also strictly financial, starting from the funds offered by the European Union.

 A significant opportunity is represented by the European Programme INTERREG IIIA on which the Ancona Chamber of Commerce has been working for more than one year. 

Another strategic sector that could stimulate the integration among tourist operators in both sides of both coasts and yield reciprocal benefits is cruise traffic.

Also in this case the “sea”, considered as a common resource, represents the point of convergence of different economic interests whose potentialities have not been fully exploited yet.

In this regard, I believe that it is very important to remind the opportunity represented by the Costa Crociere Adriatica cruisers touching at our cities, as already mentioned by President Giampaoli.  

In addition to the Presidents’ suggestions, I believe that, as concerns this subject, it could be activated a network of institutional relations and contacts for the organisation of itineraries touching at several Adriatic and Ionian destinations, thus significantly contributing to consolidating the image of the Adriatic region and sea targeted at traditionally high level tourist segment.

It is necessary to adopt an integrated promotional strategy also in terms of tourist product and, more importantly yet, of production process. It should be clear the importance of tourism for our wide area since it represents an extraordinary transversal resource not only for the tourist sector itself but also to other sectors, i.e. handicraft, food and agriculture, services, transports. 
All these potentialities could be exploited by favouring the meeting opportunities, training, information, exchange of “best practises” among tourist operators of both coasts. I believe that the Chambers can significantly contribute to this process by organising visits of tour operators to accomodation facilities, training courses as well as fostering the participation of professional institutes (in our province there exist two excellent institutes one in Loreto and  the other Senigallia).  

Furthermore, it should be considered the possibility of elaborating marketing instruments like brochures and a common tourist website for promoting a single image of Adriatic and Ionian countries, so as to give an impression of wide common area and attractive unique tourist destination of many facets.

